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NOT VOTING—8

Brown (CA)
Clement
DeLay

Ehrlich
Gilchrest
Kasich

Rogan
Towns

So the motion to instruct the man-
agers on the part of the House was
agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby said motion was agreed to
was, by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

T70.10 APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES—
H.R. 775

Thereupon, the SPEAKER pro tem-
pore, Mr. PEASE, by unanimous con-
sent, appointed the following Members
as managers on the part of the House
at said conference:

From the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for consideration of the House bill
and the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:

Messrs. HYDE, SENSENBRENNER, GOOD-
LATTE, CONYERS, and Ms. LOFGREN.

From the Committee on Commerce,
for consideration of section 18 of the
Senate amendment, and modifications
committed to conference:

Messrs. BLILEY, OXLEY, and DINGELL.
Ordered, That the Clerk notify the

Senate of the foregoing appointments.

T70.11 PROVIDING FOR THE
CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 1658

Ms. PRYCE of Ohio, by direction of
the Committee on Rules, called up the
following resolution (H. Res. 216):

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1658) to pro-
vide a more just and uniform procedure for
Federal civil forfeitures, and for other pur-
poses. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on the Judici-
ary. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. It shall be in order to consider
as an original bill for the purpose of amend-
ment under the five-minute rule an amend-

ment in the nature of a substitute consisting
of the bill modified by the amendment rec-
ommended by the Committee on the Judici-
ary now printed in the bill. Each section of
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be considered as read. Before
consideration of any other amendment it
shall be in order to consider the amendment
printed in the report of the Committee on
Rules accompanying this resolution, which
may be offered only by Representative Hyde
or his designee, may amend portions of the
bill not yet read for amendment, and shall be
considered as read. No further amendment to
the amendment in the nature of a substitute
made in order as original text shall be in
order except those printed in the portion of
the Congressional Record designated for that
purpose in clause 8 of rule XVIII and except
pro forma amendments for the purpose of de-
bate. Each amendment so printed may be of-
fered only by the Member who caused it to
be printed or his designee and shall be con-
sidered as read. The chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole may: (1) postpone until
a time during further consideration in the
Committee of the Whole a request for a re-
corded vote on any amendment; and (2) re-
duce to five minutes the minimum time for
electronic voting on any postponed question
that follows another electronic vote without
intervening business, provided that the min-
imum time for electronic voting on the first
in any series of questions shall be 15 min-
utes. At the conclusion of consideration of
the bill for amendment the Committee shall
rise and report the bill to the House with
such amendments as may have been adopted.
Any Member may demand a separate vote in
the House on any amendment adopted in the
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the
amendment in the nature of a substitute
made in order as original text. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

When said resolution was considered.
After debate,
On motion of Ms. PRYCE of Ohio, the

previous question was ordered on the
resolution to its adoption or rejection
and under the operation thereof, the
resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider the vote
whereby said resolution was agreed to
was, by unanimous consent, laid on the
table.

T70.12 CIVIL ASSET FORFEITURE

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
PEASE, pursuant to House Resolution
216 and rule XVIII, declared the House
resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union
for the consideration of the bill (H.R.
1658) to provide a more just and uni-
form procedure for Federal civil for-
feitures, and for other purposes.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
PEASE, by unanimous consent, des-
ignated Mr. LAHOOD as Chairman of
the Committee of the Whole; and after
some time spent therein,

The Committee rose informally to re-
ceive a message from the President.

The SPEAKER pro tempore, Mr.
BRYANT, assumed the Chair.

T70.13 MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Sundry messages in writing from the
President of the United States were
communicated to the House by Mr.

Sherman Williams, one of his secre-
taries.

The Committee resumed its sitting;
and after some further time spent
therein,

T70.14 RECORDED VOTE

A recorded vote by electronic device
was ordered in the Committee of the
Whole on the following amendment in
the nature of a substitute submitted by
Mr. HUTCHINSON:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE AND TABLE OF CON-

TENTS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as

the ‘‘Civil Asset Forfeiture Reform Act’’.
(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-

tents of this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title and table of contents.
Sec. 2. Creation of general rules relating to

civil forfeiture proceedings.
Sec. 3. Compensation for damage to seized

property.
Sec. 4. Prejudgment and postjudgment in-

terest.
Sec. 5. Applicability.
SEC. 2. CREATION OF GENERAL RULES RELATING

TO CIVIL FORFEITURE PRO-
CEEDINGS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 46 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by inserting
the following new section after section 982:
‘‘§ 983. Civil forfeiture procedures

‘‘(a) ADMINISTRATIVE FORFEITURES.—(1)(A)
In any nonjudicial civil forfeiture proceeding
under a civil forfeiture statute, with respect
to which the agency conducting a seizure of
property must send written notice of the sei-
zure under section 607(a) of the Tariff Act of
1930 (19 U.S.C. 1607(a)), such notice together
with information on the applicable proce-
dures shall be sent not later than 60 days
after the seizure to each party known to the
seizing agency at the time of the seizure to
have an ownership or possessory interest, in-
cluding a lienholder’s interest, in the seized
article. If a party’s identity or interest is not
determined until after the seizure but is de-
termined before a declaration of forfeiture is
entered, such written notice and information
shall be sent to such interested party not
later than 60 days after the seizing agency’s
determination of the identity of the party or
the party’s interest.

‘‘(B) If the Government does not provide
notice of a seizure of property in accordance
with subparagraph (A), it shall return the
property pending the giving of such notice.

‘‘(2) The Government may apply to a Fed-
eral magistrate judge (as defined in the Fed-
eral Rules of Criminal Procedure) in any dis-
trict where venue for a forfeiture action
would lie under section 1355(b) of title 28 for
an extension of time in which to comply
with paragraph (1)(A). Such an extension
shall be granted based on a showing of good
cause.

‘‘(3) A person with an ownership or
possessory interest in the seized article who
failed to file a claim within the time period
prescribed in subsection (b) may, on motion
made not later than 2 years after the date of
final publication of notice of seizure of the
property, move to set aside a declaration of
forfeiture entered pursuant to section 609 of
the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1609). Such
motion shall be granted if—

‘‘(A) the Government failed to take reason-
able steps to provide the claimant with no-
tice of the forfeiture; and

‘‘(B) the person otherwise had no actual
notice of the seizure within sufficient time
to enable the person to file a timely claim
under subsection (b).
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